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IFICAN Inter-faith Inter-cultural Artists Narratives
A project by Difference Exchange, a new agency based in London that places internationally based artists within a range of contexts, using difference as a driver to explore interconnections between the visual arts, academia and industry.
1. Context

Today, artists in England and internationally are forging their ideas and practice in a world of rapid globalisation, volatile socio-economic conditions and various forms of religious extremism. It is a world of complex negotiation for individuals, organisations and nations in which the meaning and influence of art is constantly re-examined. This project, organised by Difference Exchange, involves five international artists’ placements associated with places of worship or contemplation. It arises from an intensification of debate about the interplay between faith, secularism and contemporary art. 

Difference exchange is delighted to be funded by Arts Council England to invite five artists to undertake the placements. They will explore the relationship they have with their own religious background through the prism of places of worship and communities which differ substantially from their usual experience. IFICAN is working with artists, theologians and cultural theorists to look at the role of religion today, its imagery, rituals and texts. 

2. The Placements

Through the lens of their artistic practice and in response to a host place of worship, each of the five artists will explore faith and art questions relevant to them, as well as benefit from a unique professional development opportunity. 

They will spend up to six weeks working with places of worship and communities associated with them which are entirely different from their own faith and cultural background.

Each placement will be supported by a partner visual arts organisation. 

· England, London. One visiting artist will be from Thailand, selected from nominations by a curator based in Thailand in consultation with ACAVA and Difference Exchange. The artist will live and work in ACAVA artists’ studios in West London and will engage with the London Central Mosque near Regent’s Park.
· England, Birmingham, (West Midlands). One artist from Malaysia will be selected through nominations by curators in Malaysia in association with Eastside Projects and IFICAN project associate Sarah Allen in Birmingham, and Difference Exchange. The artist will be based in studios in Birmingham in association with Eastside Projects and Lombard Method. They will engage with a faith organisation in Birmingham (likely to be a Christian church, Birmingham Cathedral).
· Thailand, Sala Yai Monastery (Grand Sala) at Wat Thamkrabok. The project’s lead artist, Gareth Lloyd has undertaken a placement at the Buddhist monastery.
· Malyasia, Kuala Lumpur. One artist will be selected from the West Midlands region in the UK, nominated by Eastside Projects and Difference Exchange and Sarah Allen. They will be resident at the Temple of Fine Arts in Kuala Lumpur and will engage various communities including Hindus, Taoists, Buddhists and Confucianists.  

· Greece, Rovies, Evvia. One artist will be selected in association with the Athens Biennial from nominations by ACAVA and Difference Exchange. The artist will be resident in an architect designed Villa in Rovies, a village close to Greek Orthodox Christian Monasteries on the Island of Evvia in rural Greece.

Each artist will be provided with accommodation, studio and/or research resources 

3. Critical Debate

Through the placements, a critical debate seminar will explore artistic, cultural and social questions raised by the project in early 2011. Middlesex University in London will lead the seminar with the involvement of the London Centre for Arts and Cultural Exchange.

4. IFICAN Objectives

· Enable artists to research and make high quality work in response to different faith contexts in England and internationally where inter-faith understanding and interaction is of particular relevance

· Encourage artists' to share experimental work in response to faith contexts 

· Facilitate the flow of ideas between different faiths and cultures to mitigate racial and religious intolerance 

· Develop artistic growth amongst participants 

· Support artists who are not in the mainstream of art practice but who could offer innovative artistic responses to new contexts

5. Artist’s Role

The artist will be expected to:
· Research and develop ideas relating to the aims of IFICAN and context of the placement, in connection with the faith host (at this stage the artist is not expected to make a work, but may wish to develop proposals for a work to be produced at a later stage)

· Make at least one research visit to the faith host (in some cases, there may be an opportunity to stay overnight, or more than one day, depending on the local situation).

· Work closely with Difference Exchange and supporting partners

· Attend meetings as required with the faith host, Difference exchange, and supporting partners

· Participate in any events or other activities that may be organised during the placement

· Contribute to the intellectual development of ideas and thought relating to the IFICAN project (which may conclude with a conference or symposium, yet to be confirmed)

· Provide information or images for documentation and promotion of the project
· Make a minimum of three reports to Difference Exchange during the placement.


6. Management and Support

The placements will be managed by Difference Exchange together with partner organisations in each location. Each artist will be provided with an information pack and essential contacts on starting the placement.


7. Artist’s Fee and Costs

There is a maximum of £3,500 to cover the artist’s fees, per diems, travel costs, studio, accommodation and subsistence costs.

8. Timescale
The artists’ placements will take place according to the following timescale (these may be subject to alteration by agreement with the artists and hosts):

Mar – April  2010
Gareth Lloyd – Lead Artist to Wat Thamkrabok, Thailand

Sept - Oct

Artist from London, UK, to Greek Orthodox Monastery, Rovies, Greece
Sept - Oct

Artist from Thailand to London with ACAVA and London Central Mosque
Sept – Oct

Artist from Malaysia to West Midlands, UK, (Birmingham Cathedral)
Oct – Nov

Artist from West Midlands to Malaysia with Temple of Fine Arts
Early 2011

Concluding symposium, London

Artists Selection: Submission Requirements
For each placement up to four artists will be nominated by curators in consultation with Difference Exchange. Each of the nominees should complete the following sheet and submit it with relevant attachments to office@differenceexchange.com  and  sarah@comissioner.org.uk:
Artists Name:__________________________________________________

email:________________________________________________________

Tel:__________________________________________________________

· Statement of artistic approach they would bring to such a placement. This should include their approach to research and development for new art work responding to the different faith environment in which they would be based. Please write no more than 500 words

	


· CV and no more than 6 examples of work. These may be still images sent as jpegs to office@differenceexchange.com  and sarah@commissioner.org.uk
·  . Alternatively video or audio work may be submitted as a website link.

Tick when sent     

Nominated artists will be supported during their placement by host organisation and the Difference Exchange, but independence and initiative will be essential skills. In particular, nominees should briefly state their ability to fulfil the following criteria:

· Ability to travel and work independently in a potentially disorientating context.

· Ability to lead self-directed research, with support of host and Difference Exchange

· Ability to live independently, managing subsistence, cooking and cleaning.
· Competence in spoken and written Malay  and/ or Malaysian English to a level which enables meaningful communication, independent research and living.

	


By submitting an application, artists agree they are solely responsible for arranging the following requirements:

· travel and medical insurance and relevant injections

· visa (cost can be covered by the project) 

· A valid and up to date passport.

Signed _________________________________________________________

Date ___________________________________________________________

What will be offered:

· Travel, materials, per diems, subsistence, accommodation and research space or studio within a maximum budget of £3,500.
· One or more faith host organisations to visit and research, including induction meetings.
· Details of relevant cultural events, exhibitions, openings and talks that may be attended.
· Maps and directions to key locations
· Some meal invitations
· Regular contact with a nominated Difference Exchange associate offering cheerful advice and guidance during the placement.

All artists nominated must be in a position to take up a fellowship if selected. Once the artist is selected, contact will be made immediately with the artist to make a final check that they are committed and able to complete the duration of the fellowship.
Please submit your proposal by Friday 20th Aug



